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part of the nationwide celebration of 
the historic mail service’s 150th 
anniversary.

!e Mormon Station State Historic 
Park will host free presentations, 
displays and music, as well as food for 
sale. Park supervisor Suzanne 
Sturtevant said the special events will 
begin around 5:30 p.m. and the mail 
inside the leather mochila —Spanish 
for knapsack — will be handed o# at 
about 6 p.m.

“We hope to have the riders come 
inside the stockade to stage a mail 
exchange, and the public can see what 
i t looked l ike (in the 1860s),” 
Sturtevant said. “We are having music 
to entertain people while they are 
waiting, and our museum will be open. 
!e Genoa Courthouse Museum also 
will be open.”

!e Pony Express riders will be 
dressed in traditional garb, and their 
horses’ manes and tails will be %ying 
as they head toward Genoa from 
Woodfords on Foothill Road. “It will be 
exciting,” Sturtevant said. “You will see 
the riders’ red shirts and yellow 
scarves as they are coming into town.”

!e park sta# and the Douglas 
County Historical Society are working 
together on the 150th anniversary 
observance. For the Sesquicentennial, 
the society’s museum in Genoa and 
the Carson Valley Museum and 
Cultural Center in Gardnerville are 
showing special anniversary displays.

Normally the National Pony Express 
Association’s annual Re-ride on the 
1,966-mile route takes 10 days, with 
riders traversing the trail 24 hours a 
day. !e June 6-26 Sesquicentennial 
Re-ride will take place during daytime 
hours in most places to allow for local 
celebrations. !e Re-ride will take an 
overnight break in Genoa. So, 
Sturtevant said, the mochila exchange 

in the stockade will be a reenactment. 
On June 9, riders will leave Genoa at 

6 a.m. for a special event around 8:30 
a.m. in Carson City. Activities are also 
planned at Fort Churchill beginning at 
about 2 p.m. 

For $10, you can have a com-
memorative letter with a "rst-day 
issue cancellation stamp from the U.S. 
Postal Service carried on the trail. Visit 
www.nevadaponyexpress.org and click 
on Events to download the form.

Pony Express Re-ride’s 150 th Anniversary June 10
Article written by Joyce Hollister
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FIRE AWARENESS WEEK SET MAY 2–8
!e Genoa Fire Safe Chapter will host a barbeque at the Genoa Volunteer Fire 

Station on May 5 to promote Fire Awareness Week. Hamburgers, hot dogs, salads 
and all the trimmings will be served 5–7 p.m. Everyone is invited to join in the 
fun! For more information, contact Dan Pendleton, (775) 691-9638.


